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Stalin gave such thoughts popular expression
in a speech on Stakhanov workers. " Unfor-
tunately/3 he said, " the matter does not by
any means end with liberty. If there is a short-
age of bread, if there is a shortage of butter and
fat, if there is a shortage of clothing materials,
if the housing conditions are bad, then nothing
much can be done with freedom alone. It is very
difficult, comrades, to live on freedom alone.
In order to live well and happily, the good
things of political freedom must be supple-
mented by material ones."

At this point, I cannot resist quoting the

sceptical remarks of the far too little known

philosopher, Fritz Mauthner, on the conception

Fritz of democratic freedom. cc A democratic State,35

Mauth-

net and he says, " is a State whose citizens are politically
free. Only it is decided by bygone days, or
according to any new superstition, how the
laws are to come into being: by the decisions of
the richest, of the oldest, of the longest estab-
lished, or even of the majority. It is nowhere
expressly provided: political liberty consists
in the laws which all must obey being made by
the stupid. Political liberty is achieved norm-
ally through a revolution, that is, by a denial